
McCook City Council
September 3, 2024 
5:30 P.M. Central  

A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MCCOOK, NEBRASKA
convened in open, regular, and public session at 5:30 o'clock P.M. in the City Council Chambers.

Present:  Mayor Taylor, Councilmembers Calvin, Weedin, Muehlenkamp, Rambali.

Absent: None.

City Officials present:  City Manager Schneider, City Attorney Mustion, City Clerk Doak, Assistant
City Manager Koetter, Library Director Crocker, Utilities Director Fawver, Fire Chief Harpham,
Police Chief Hodgson, Public Works Director Potthoff, and Senior Services Director Siegfried.

Notice of the meeting was given in advance thereof by publication in the McCook Daily Gazette on
August 29, 2024, the designated method of giving notice, a copy of the proof of publication being
attached to these minutes.  Advance notice of the meeting was also given to the Mayor and members
of the City Council and a copy of the Acknowledgement of Receipt of such notice is attached to
these minutes.  Availability of the agenda was communicated in the advance notice to the Mayor and
Council.  All proceedings hereafter shown were taken while the meeting was open to the attendance
of the public.
 
Mayor Taylor announced that a copy of the Open Meetings Act was posted by the entrance to the
Council Chambers and available for public review and called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M., at
the conclusion of the Budget Hearing.

1. Announcements & Recognitions.

There were no announcements or recognitions.

2. Public Hearings.

2.A. Public Hearing - Set Final Tax Request at a different amount than the prior year.

Motion move to recess as a City Council and convene a public hearing for the purpose of receiving
public comment on setting the final tax request at a different amount than the prior year, with the
City Attorney to act as hearing officer. This motion, made by Muehlenkamp and seconded by
Rambali, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

The City Attorney offered and received into evidence Exhibit #1 - the City Manager's Report dated
September 3, 2024 (1 page) and Exhibit #2 - Notice of Hearing published (1 page).



City Manager stated it is unusual for staff to recommend an increase in the property tax levy. As
noted during the budget hearing, in order to be proactive addressing the potential fiscal challenges
regarding the unknown limitations imposed by Legislative Bill 34, this adjustment aims to cover the
wage study and provide for necessary Public Works equipment purchases that have been put on hold
for several years.  

With no one else present to comment, motion to adjourn the public hearing and to reconvene as a
City Council. This motion, made by Weedin and seconded by Muehlenkamp, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

3. Consent Agenda.
*The Consent Agenda is approved on one motion.  Any item listed on the Consent Agenda

may, by the request of any single Council member or public in attendance, be
considered as a separate item under the Regular Agenda.

Motion to approve the consent agenda. This motion, made by Weedin and seconded by
Muehlenkamp, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

3.A. Approve the minutes of the August 19, 2024 regular City Council meeting.

3.B. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding with the McCook Area Chamber of Commerce
whereby ACE funds will be appropriated for promotional activities that benefit the City of
McCook during Fiscal Year 24/25.

3.C. Approve the Addendum to the McCook Humane Society Agreement, increasing the contract
amount the City of McCook pays for animal services for Fiscal Year 24/25 and authorize the
Mayor to sign.

3.D. Approve the request from Autumn Miller, General Manager of Anytime Fitness, to host a 5K
run utilizing city streets and walking rails on Saturday, September 21, 2024 from 7:00 A.M.
to noon.

3.E. Approve Resolution No. 2024-19 approving the City of McCook's Social Media Policy.

3.F. Ratify the Mayor's appointments to the Building and Housing Code Advisory and Appeals
Board - reappointing Brett Schmidt, Jon Stewart, and Paul Goodenberger - terms expire
September 2028.

3.G. Declare the attached list of equipment as surplus city property and authorize staff to dispose
of them at the appropriate time and the appropriate legal manner.

3.H. Approve the McCook Public Schools request to close the intersection of Norris Avenue and



"C" Street at approximately 1:00 P.M. on Wednesday, September 18, 2024 to allow for
school homecoming activities.

3.I. Authorize Conflict of Interest Waiver to allow City Attorney to represent surviving victim
in a wrongful death case against the at-fault driver that caused the death of a City of McCook
employee.

3.J. Approve Employment Agreement with City Manager Nathan A. Schneider for fiscal
Year 2024/2025 and authorize the Mayor to sign.

4. Regular Agenda.

4.A. Ordinance No. 2024-3085 providing for the adoption of the budget for FY 2024/2025.

Mayor Taylor asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2024-3085 by title.

AN ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE BUDGET STATEMENT TO BE TERMED THE ANNUAL
APPROPRIATION BILL; TO APPROPRIATE SUMS FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES AND
LIABILITIES; TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Ordinance No. 2024-3085 has been read by title and I move to approve upon its second of three
readings. This motion, made by Rambali and seconded by Calvin, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

City Manager Schneider stated that the final numbers proposal for property and casualty insurance
and proposed capital items for the Public Works Department should be available by the final reading.

4.B. Ordinance No. 2024-3086 providing for the adoption of the FY 2024/2025 Fiscal Year
Employee Classification Pay Plan.

Mayor Taylor asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2024-3086 by title.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MCCOOK, NEBRASKA PROVIDING FOR THE
ADOPTION OF THE 2024/2025 FISCAL YEAR EMPLOYEE CLASSIFICATION AND PAY
PLAN; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
CLASSIFICATION AND PAY PLAN; REPEALING ANY AND ALL OTHER ORDINANCES
IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR A TIME AND DATE FROM AND AFTER
WHICH THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT AND BE IN FORCE.

Ordinance No. 2024-3086 has been read by title, and I move to approve upon its second of three
readings. This motion, made by Weedin and seconded by Muehlenkamp, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0



4.C. Approve increase of Restricted Funds Limit by an additional 1% for Unused Restricted
Funds Authority.

Motion to approve an increase of the Restricted Funds Limit by an additional 1% for Unused
Restricted Funds Authority. This motion, made by Muehlenkamp and seconded by Taylor, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

4.D. Ordinance No. 2024-3088 providing for the amendment of Chapter 38: Appendix E, Water
Department Rates and Fees.

Mayor Taylor asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2024-3088 by title.

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 38: FEE SCHEDULE
- APPENDIX E , WATER DEPARTMENT RATES AND FEES; OF THE CITY OF MCCOOK
CODE OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR A RATE TO BE CHARGED FOR WATER BY
THE MCCOOK WATER DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ORDINANCE
NO. 2024-3076 AND ANY AND ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND
PROVIDING FOR A TIME AND DATE FROM AND AFTER WHICH THIS ORDINANCE
SHALL TAKE EFFECT AND BE IN FORCE.
 
Ordinance No. 2024-3088 has been introduced, read by title, and I move to approve upon its first of
three readings. This motion, made by Weedin and seconded by Muehlenkamp, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

4.E. Ordinance No. 2024-3089 providing for the amendment of Chapter 38: Appendix D, Sewer
Department Rates and Fees.  

Mayor Taylor asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2024-3089 by title.

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 38: FEE SCHEDULE
- APPENDIX D, SEWER DEPARTMENT RATES AND FEES, OF THE CITY OF MCCOOK
CODE OF ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 2024-3077
AND ANY AND ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING A TIME
AND DATE FROM AND AFTER WHICH THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT AND BE
ENFORCED.

Ordinance No. 2024-3089 has been introduced, read by title, and I move to approve upon its first of
three readings. This motion, made by Muehlenkamp and seconded by Rambali, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

4.F. Ordinance No. 2024-3072 providing for the amendment of Appendix F, Solid Waste
Collection Fees of the City of McCook Code of Ordinances.



Mayor Taylor asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2024-3087 by title.

AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF APPENDIX F, SOLID WASTE
COLLECTION FEES, OF THE CITY OF MCCOOK, NEBRASKA CODE OF ORDINANCES;
PROVIDING FOR A RATE TO BE CHARGED FOR SOLID WASTE COLLECTION AND
DISPOSAL; PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ORDINANCE NO. 2023-3072 AND ANY AND
ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT HEREWITH; AND PROVIDING FOR PUBLICATION IN
PAMPHLET FORM AND FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS ORDINANCE.

Ordinance No. 2024-3087 has been introduced, read by title, and I move to approve upon its first of
three readings. This motion, made by Rambali and seconded by Taylor, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

4.G. Council Comments.

Council comments included thanking city staff for all the work they have put into the budget and
noting that a ribbon cutting will be held at the airport tomorrow at 4:00 P.M. for Denver Air.

4.H. An Executive Session may be held upon a majority vote of the Council for the protection of
public interest for a strategy session with respect to potential litigation - property located
at 1111 East "H" Street, Cindy and Ron Sabin.

Motion to go into executive session for the protection of public interest for a strategy session with
respect to potential litigation - property located at 1111 East "H" Street, Cindy and Ron Sabin
at 6:30 P.M. This motion, made by Weedin and seconded by Calvin, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

Mayor Taylor stated for the record that at this time, pursuant to the Nebraska Open Meetings Act,
a closed session will be held for the purpose of the protection of public interest for a strategy session
with respect to potential litigation - property located 1111 East "H" Street, Cindy and Ron Sabin. 
The Council will reconvene in public session following this closed session.

Included in the executive session were City Manager Schneider, City Attorney Mustion, Assistant
City Manager Koetter, and City Clerk Doak.

Motion to come out of executive session at 6:45 P.M. This motion, made by Calvin and seconded
by Weedin, passed.
Taylor: YEA, Calvin: YEA, Weedin: YEA, Muehlenkamp: YEA, Rambali: YEA 
YEA: 5, NAY: 0

Adjournment.



There being no further business to come before the Council, Mayor Taylor declared the meeting
adjourned at 6:45 P.M.
 
 
 

_____________________________________
Linda Taylor, Ex-officio Mayor

and Council President

ATTEST: 

_____________________________________
Lea Ann Doak, City Clerk-Treasurer


